
SOUTHWICK SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB: RULES

RULE ONE

THE NAME OF THE CLUB

The club shall be called the Southwick Sports and Social Club.

RULE TWO

ADDRESS

The club premises shall consist of a Bar/Lounge and Main Hall, located at Southwick Village Hall, 
Frome Road, Southwick, and edged red on the attached plan.

RULE THREE

STATUS

The Club shall be a Members Club, and will consist of those classes of members specified in 
Rule 5 hereof.

RULE FOUR

OBJECTS

(a)    The promotion of sports, social and recreational activities in the parish of Southwick.

(b)    To encourage a community spirit and good fellowship within the community.

RULE FIVE

MEMBERSHIP

(a)   The classes of membership shall be as follows:-

(I) Ordinary Members.
(ii) Associate Members.
(iii) Honorary Members.

(b) The following classes of person are eligible for nomination to any one of the three classes 
of membership.

(I) Ordinary Members

Residents in the village of Southwick, as defined by the parish boundary, who are 
aged 18 years and over, may be elected to ordinary membership in accordance with 
sub-section C hereof. Such persons shall be entitled to use and enjoy, in common 
with the other ordinary members, honorary and associate members,' the club premises, 
and things therein, and shall be entitled to vote at all general meetings of the club.



(ii) Associate Members

Includes persons who are over 16 years, but under 18 years who are elected to associate 
membership in accordance with sub-section C hereof who are not qualified to be admitted 
to ordinary membership, and includes members of sporting and other teams or groups 
who are not resident in the village of Southwick, but participate in village sport or group 
activities. Associate membership in such cases ceases when the person leaves the 
group or team which entitled them to associate membership.

(iii) Honorary Membership

Persons aged 18 years and over who in the opinion of the management committee 
have performed valuable service to the club or the community and who have been 
elected to honorary membership in accordance with sub-section C hereof. Such 
persons shall be entitled to all the privileges of ordinary membership, but shall be 
relieved of all liability to pay subscriptions.

Honorary Membership is reviewed annually at the general meeting of the club.

(c) PROCEDURE FOR ELECTION TO MEMBERSHIP

Shall be as follows:-

(I) Every candidate for membership, of whatever class, shall be proposed' by one ordinary 
or honorary member of the club, and seconded in a like manner. The said proposal shall 
be submitted in writing to the Secretary, and shall state the name, address and date of 
birth of the candidate. The Secretary shall cause the proposal to be displayed on the club 
notice board for at least 48 hours thereafter, and objections to the proposal from other 
members of the club must be delivered to the Secretary in writing.

(ii) Election to membership shall be by the committee, whose decision shall be final. No 
reason shall be given to any candidate in the event of his rejection, except on written 
application by the candidate.

 
(iii) No person shall be admitted to any class of membership without an interval of at 

least 48 hours between his nomination for membership, and admission. New members, 
other than honorary members, shall pay the current year's membership subscription to the 
treasurer, or other person nominated by the committee before their admission shall be 
deemed complete.

RULE SIX

MANAGEMENT

(a) The affairs of the club, except in those matters reserved under these rules for the 
club general meeting, shall be managed by the officers and committee of the club.
The purchase and supply of liquor shall be under the control of, and managed by the 
management committee, or a sub committee of no less than three persons formed from 
the committee.



(b) The committee shall exercise the powers given to it under these rules, and shall 
consist of the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, and not less than six nor more 
than nine other persons. The Southwick Village Hall Management Committee shall 
have power to nominate up to four persons for appointment to the committee and the 
remaining members, including office bearers shall be elected by the members at the 
Annual General Meeting of the club. They shall go out of office in every year, but shall be 
eligible for re-election. All candidates for election to the committee shall be proposed by 
one ordinary or honorary member, said proposals to be in writing and submitted to the 
secretary not later than seven days before the date fixed for the Annual General Meeting. 
Only ordinary members of the club shall be eligible for election to the committee.

Voting for the election of the committee shall be by ballot.

If a casual vacancy occurs in the committee for any reason, between Annual General 
Meetings, the committee may appoint another eligible member of the club to fill the 
vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. The appointed member shall be treated as 
elected in accordance with (b) above.

(c) The committee of the club shall meet at least once every calendar month to conduct 
such business as shall be necessary, and a quorum at such meeting shall consist of at 
least five members. The resolution of a simple majority of those committee members 
present and voting at any meeting of the committee shall be binding upon both the 
committee and the club, insofar as that resolution shall relate to any matter competently 
within the sole jurisdiction of the committee. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of 
the committee at which he is present. In his absence the committee shall elect a Chairman 
for that meeting. The Secretary, or nominated deputy shall record minutes of all meetings 
of the committee.

(d) The committee may, by the issuing of bye-laws, manage the club's affairs to any 
extent and degree which is not inconsistent with these rules.

(e) The committee may appoint sub-committees to conduct such of the club's business as the 
committee shall deem necessary or appropriate. Any such sub-committee shall consist of 
not less than three members, two of whom shall form a quorum. All resolutions passed in 
sub-committee shall be subject to ratification by the committee.

RULE SEVEN

SUBSCRIPTIONS

(a) The annual subscription for members, other than honorary members shall be fixed
from time to time by the Committee.

(b) The said annual subscription shall be due and payable on election under Rule 5 (c) (iii) 
hereof, and thereafter without demand on the 1st January of each year.

The Committee may terminate the membership of any member whose annual 
subscription remains unpaid by the end of February in any year.



RULE EIGHT

ACCOUNTS

The treasurer shall cause to be kept such accurate and proper books of account as will enable 
him at every Annual General Meeting, or at such other time as may be required by the committee 
upon reasonable notice, to present to the club a full and accurate report and statement 
concerning the finances of the club, including a separate statement with regard to the purchase 
and supply of intoxicating liquor, for the preceding year, or for the current year as the case may 
be, and shall present such report and statement accordingly.

Those accounts presented to the Annual General Meeting of the club shall be certified by 
auditors appointed from time to time by the members in general meeting as being a fair and 
accurate summary of the income and expenditure of the club for the period covered by the said 
accounts.

RULE NINE

MEETINGS OF THE CLUB

(a) A general meeting of the club (to be known as the Annual General Meeting) shall be held 
in March of each year. Notice of the date and time of the meeting shall be displayed on the 
club notice board for a least 21 days before the said meeting.

The business to be transacted at the Annual General Meeting shall consist of the 
election of officers and committee members, the presentation of the audited accounts for 
the previous year to December 31st, the Chairman's Report on the previous year, the 
Treasurer's Report on the previous year and any other business, notice of which has 
been given to the Secretary in writing at least 7 days before the Annual General Meeting.

(b) Additional general meetings of the club may be summoned at any time by the committee 
following the expiry of 14 days written notice to be displayed by the Secretary on the club 
notice board.

The Secretary shall summon a general meeting if required to do so by written request 
signed by not fewer than 15 ordinary members. Upon receipt of such a request, the 
Secretary shall cause such a meeting to be summoned by notice displayed on the club 
notice board within 24 hours of receipt by him of such a request, the meeting to be held as 
soon as possible after the expiry of 7 days from the display of the said notice.

(c) At all general meetings of the club, voting shall be confined to ordinary and honorary 
members of the club, and every member shall be entitled to be present and to cast one 
vote upon every question put to the vote. In the case of equality of voting, the Chairman of 
the meeting (who shall be the Chairman of the club,  if present, when failing a member 
elected for the occasion by the meeting before the business of the meeting is opened) 
shall have a second or casting vote. All voting (except where expressed otherwise 
elsewhere in these rules) shall be by-simple majority taken by the ballot.

The Secretary, if present, when failing some other member nominated by the meeting, 
shall take minutes of the proceedings at all general meetings of the club.



(d) In calling any general meeting, the Secretary shall, by notice on the club notice board, 
specify the business to be conducted thereat.

RULE TEN

INTOXICATING LIQUOR

(a) Intoxicating liquor shall be supplied on the club premises to members and guests 
signed in under Rule 11 hereof during the following hours:

Monday to Fridays 1900 – 2300

Saturdays 1200 - 2300

Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday 12.00 – 1400 & 1900 - 2230

or during such hours as may be fixed by the committee and notified to the Police 
and Clerk to the Justices in accordance with the law. During the said hours members only 
may purchase intoxicating liquor for consumption off the premises.

(b) No person shall be paid at the expense of the club any commission, percentage or 
similar payment on or with reference to the purchase of intoxicating liquor by the 
club, and no person shall directly or indirectly derive any financial benefit from the 
supply of intoxicating liquor by or on behalf of the club to members or guests, apart 
from any benefit which may thereby accrue to the club as a whole.

(c) The supply to the club of intoxicating liquor shall be under the sole control of the
committee, who shall arrange for the purchase thereof on behalf of the club.

(d) No person under 18 years, whether a member or otherwise shall be allowed to purchase 
or consume intoxicating liquor supplied by the club. No member or other person will be 
permitted to supply intoxicating liquor to any person under 18 years of age.

(e) Notwithstanding anything here before mentioned, intoxicating liquor may be supplied 
during the permitted hours to members and non-members of the club attending the club 
when functions are authorised or approved by the management committee provided 
always that:-

(I) Such functions are functions of the club OR

(ii) Such functions are promoted by and are the responsibility of a member of the club 
who is present at the function OR

(iii) Such other functions not being provided by (i) or (ii) hereof limited to 12 functions in any 
one year.



RULE ELEVEN

GUESTS OF MEMBERS

(a) Members may introduce and entertain guests at the club, and there shall be kept at the 
club premises a "Guests" or "Visitors" Book which both the guest and the member shall 
sign giving the information required therein at the time of introduction of the guest.

No guest shall be permitted to make any payment for any intoxicating liquor either 
directly or indirectly.

No guest shall be permitted to visit the club on more than twelve occasions during any one 
year without the approval of the committee.

Guests shall be accompanied at all times whilst on the club premises by the member 
introducing them. The member will be responsible for the guests' behaviour whilst on the 
club premises, and for ensuring that club rules are complied with.

(b) No person whose membership of the club has been terminated or suspended under 
Rule 13 hereof, or whose application for membership has at any time been rejected 
shall be admitted to the club as a guest. The committee may suspend any member 
who knowingly takes undue advantage of this rule to the detriment of the club.

RULE TWELVE

MEMBERS OF VISITING TEAMS, ORGANISATIONS ETC.

Members of visiting teams and their officials competing against club or village teams shall, on the 
day of such events, be permitted entry to the club premises. While on the club premises they 
may be supplied with intoxicants.

The committee reserve the right to refuse admission to any such person at their absolute 
discretion.

RULE THIRTEEN

TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP

The below described persons shall be permitted to purchase intoxicating liquor at the bar for 
consumption on the premises, and Section 49 of the Licensing Act 1964 shall apply to all such 
persons.

(a) Affiliated clubs regularly using the club.

(b) Persons attending the club premises for a bona-fide meeting or function approved by the 
committee.

Temporary membership is valid only for the duration of the specified event or function.



RULE FOURTEEN

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

At no time abuse to any staff paid or unpaid at any time will be tolerated.

(a) The committee may suspend the membership of any member whose conduct, whether on the 
club premises or elsewhere, is considered by the committee to be detrimental to the best 
interests of the club, or its reputation.

(b) Within seven days of such suspension the committee shall display on the club notice board 
notification that a named member has been suspended, detailing the grounds for the suspension.

A date shall be fixed for a meeting of the committee whereby further action will be taken 
regarding the suspension. The meeting shall be not earlier than 14 days, and not later than 21 
days from the display of the suspension notice.

Members, wishing to make representations to the committee concerning the suspension must do 
so in writing to the Secretary not later than 7 days from the display of the suspension notice.

The suspended member must be informed in writing of the intended date of the meeting.

At the meeting representations may be made in person by the suspended member, and other 
members. No reasonable request by the suspended member shall be denied.

At the conclusion of the meeting convened for the purpose the committee shall decide to either 
terminate the membership, suspend the member further to a specified date, or reinstate the 
member.

The member must be informed orally at the meeting of any decision. This decision must be 
confirmed in writing within 7 days of the meeting. Additionally the decision of the committee will 
be displayed on the club notice board for 14 days. This notice must be displayed as soon as 
practicable after the meeting at which the decision was made.

RULE FIFTEEN

ALTERATION OF RULES

These rules, or any one or part of any one, may be added to, amended or replaced by a 
resolution of a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at a general meeting of the club 
called for the purpose under Rule 9 hereof.

RULE SIXTEEN

DISSOLUTION

(a) The club shall be dissolved upon a resolution to that effect passed by a three quarter 
majority of those present and voting at a general meeting of the club called for the 
purposes under Rule 9 hereof.



(b) Following upon the resolution, the trustees shall take immediate steps to convert into 
money all the property of the club whatsoever, with power however to postpone or delay 
the conversion of any particular property as so directed by the general meeting.

(c) Out of the proceeds of such conversion, the trustees shall discharge all debts and 
liabilities of the club, including all expenses incidental to the said conversion.

(d) All money remaining from the said conversion, following upon the discharge of all 
debts and liabilities as aforesaid shall be allocated to the Trustees of the Southwick 
Village Hall for the preservation and improvement of the Village Hall.

RULE SEVENTEEN

SURPLUS FUNDS

Any surplus funds after provision of reserves for renewals and depreciation of club furnishings 
and facilities shall be allocated to the Trustees of the Southwick Village Hall for the preservation 
and improvement of the Village Hall.

RULE EIGHTEEN

DISPUTES

Any dispute arising out of, or not covered by, these rules shall be referred to the committee, 
whose decision shall be final.


